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169:0.1 | ate on Monday evening, March 6, Jesus and the ten apostles arrived at the Pella camp. This was
the last week of Jesus' sojourn there, and he was very active in teaching the multitude and instructing the
apostles. He preached every afternoon to the crowds and each night answered questions for the apostles
and certain of the more advanced disciples residing at the camp.

169:0.2 \Word regarding the resurrection of Lazarus had reached the encampment two days before the
Master's arrival, and the entire assembly was agog. Not since the feeding of the five thousand had anything
occurred which so aroused the imagination of the people. And thus it was at the very height of the second
phase of the public ministry of the kingdom that Jesus planned to teach this one short week at Pella and then
to begin the tour of southern Perea which led right up to the final and tragic experiences of the last week in
Jerusalem.

169:0.3 The Pharisees and the chief priests had begun to formulate their charges and to crystallize their
accusations. They objected to the Master's teachings on these grounds:

169:0.4 1 He is a friend of publicans and sinners; he receives the ungodly and even eats with
them.

169:0.5 2 He is a blasphemer; he talks about God as being his Father and thinks he is equal
with God.

169:06 3 He is a lawbreaker. He heals disease on the Sabbath and in many other ways
flouts the sacred law of Israel.

169:0.7 4 He is in league with devils. He works wonders and does seeming miracles by the
power of Beelzebub, the prince of devils.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

1. Parable of the Lost Son
AUDIO VERSION

169:1.1 On Thursday afternoon Jesus talked to the multitude about the In the course
of this sermon he retold the story of the lost sheep and the lost coin and then added his favorite parable of
the prodigal son. Said Jesus:

169:1.2
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Son of Man
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169:1.10

169:1.11

169:1.12

169:1.13

169:1.14 This was one of the most touching and effective of all the parables which Jesus ever presented to

169:1.15 jesus was very partial to telling these three stories at the same time. He presented the story of the
lost sheep to show that, when men unintentionally stray away from the path of life, the Father is mindful of
such lost ones and goes out, with his Sons, the true shepherds of the flock, to seek the lost sheep. He then
would recite the story of the coin lost in the house to illustrate how thorough is the divine searching for all
who are confused, confounded, or otherwise spiritually blinded by the material cares and accumulations of
life. And then he would launch forth into the telling of this parable of the lost son, the reception of the
returning prodigal, to show how complete is the restoration of the lost son into his Father's house and heart.

169:1.16 Many, many times during his years of teaching, Jesus told and retold this story of the prodigal son.
This parable and the story of the good Samaritan were his favorite means of teaching the love of the Father
and the neighborliness of man.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

2. Parable of the Shrewd Steward
AUDIO VERSION
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169:2.1 One evening Simon Zelotes, commenting on one of Jesus' statements, said: "Master, what did you
mean when you said today that many of the children of the world are wiser in their generation than are the
children of the kingdom since they are skillful in making friends with the mammon of unrighteousness?"

Jesus answered:

169:2.2

169:2.8 \When the Pharisees who were present heard this, they began to sneer and scoff since they were
much given to the acquirement of riches. These unfriendly hearers sought to engage Jesus in unprofitable
argumentation, but he refused to debate with his enemies. When the Pharisees fell to wrangling among
themselves, their loud speaking attracted large numbers of the multitude encamped thereabouts; and when
they began to dispute with each other, Jesus withdrew, going to his tent for the night.




BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

3. The Rich Man and the Beggar
AUDIO VERSION

169:3.1 When the meeting became too noisy, Simon Peter, standing up, took charge, saying: "Men and
brethren, it is not seemly thus to dispute among yourselves. The Master has spoken, and you do well to
ponder his words. And this is no new doctrine which he proclaimed to you. Have you not also heard the
allegory of the Nazarites concerning the rich man and the beggar? Some of us heard John the Baptist
thunder this parable of warning to those who love riches and covet dishonest wealth. And while this olden
parable is not according to the gospel we preach, you would all do well to heed its lessons until such a time

169:3.2 "There was a certain rich man named Dives, who, being clothed in purple and fine linen, lived in
mirth and splendor every day. And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, who laid at this rich man's
gate, covered with sores and desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table; yes,
even the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass that the beggar died and was carried away by

great pomp and regal splendor. When the rich man departed from this world, he waked up in Hades, and
finding himself in torment, he lifted up his eyes and beheld Abraham afar off and Lazarus in his bosom. And
then Dives cried aloud: "Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send over Lazarus that he may dip the tip
of his finger in water to cool my tongue, for | am in great anguish because of my punishment." And then
Abraham replied: "My son, you should remember that in your lifetime you enjoyed the good things while
Lazarus in like manner suffered the evil. But now all this is changed, seeing that Lazarus is comforted while
you are tormented. And besides, between us and you there is a great gulf so that we cannot go to you,
neither can you come over to us.' Then said Dives to Abraham: | pray you send Lazarus back to my father's
house, inasmuch as | have five brothers, that he may so testify as to prevent my brothers from coming to this
place of torment.' But Abraham said: "My son, they have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them." And
then answered Dives: "No, No, Father Abraham! but if one go to them from the dead, they will repent.' And
then said Abraham: "If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded even if one
were to rise from the dead.™ *

169:3.3 After Peter had recited this ancient parable of the Nazarite brotherhood, and since the crowd had
guieted down, Andrew arose and dismissed them for the night. Although both the apostles and his disciples
frequently asked Jesus questions about the parable of Dives and Lazarus, he never consented to make
comment thereon.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

4. The Father and His Kingdom
AUDIO VERSION

169:4.1 jJesus always had trouble trying to explain to the apostles that, while they proclaimed the
establishment of the kingdom of God, the Father in heaven was not a king. At the time Jesus lived on earth
and taught in the flesh, the people of Urantia knew mostly of kings and emperors in the governments of the
nations, and the Jews had long contemplated the coming of the kingdom of God. For these and other
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Father in heaven. He never asked men to believe in his Father; he took it for granted they did. Jesus never
belittled himself by offering arguments in proof of the reality of the Father. His teaching regarding the Father
all centered in the declaration that he and the Father are one; that he who has seen the Son has seen the
Father; that the Father, like the Son, knows all things; that only the Son really knows the Father, and he to
whom the Son will reveal him; that he who knows the Son knows also the Father; and that the Father sent
him into the world to reveal their combined natures and to show forth their conjoint work. He never made
other pronouncements about his Father except to the woman of Samaria at Jacob's well, when he declared,

teachings. From the life of the Master you may each assimilate that concept of God which represents the
measure of your capacity to perceive realities spiritual and divine, truths real and eternal. The finite can
never hope to comprehend the Infinite except as the Infinite was focalized in the time-space personality of
the finite experience of the human life of Jesus of Nazareth.

169:44 jesus well knew that God can be known only by the realities of experience; never can he be
understood by the mere teaching of the mind. Jesus taught his apostles that, while they never could fully
understand God, they could most certainly know him, even as they had known the Son of Man. You can
know God, not by understanding what Jesus said, but by knowing what Jesus was. Jesus was a revelation of
God.

Father. And when the Master made reference to his Father as God, he usually employed the Hebrew word
signifying the plural God (the Trinity) and not the word Yahweh, which stood for the progressive conception
of the tribal God of the Jews.

169:4.6 Jesus never called the Father a king, and he very much regretted that the Jewish hope for a
restored kingdom and John's proclamation of a coming kingdom made it necessary for him to denominate his
proposed spiritual brotherhood the kingdom of heaven. With the one exception—the declaration that

—Jesus never referred to Deity in any manner other than in terms descriptive of his own personal

169:4.7 Jesus employed the word God to designate the idea of Deity and the word Father to designate the
experience of knowing God. When the word Father is employed to denote God, it should be understood in its
largest possible meaning. The word God cannot be defined and therefore stands for the infinite concept of
the Father, while the term Father, being capable of partial definition, may be employed to represent the
human concept of the divine Father as he is associated with man during the course of mortal existence.

169:48 Tq the Jews, Elohim was the God of gods, while Yahweh was the God of Israel. Jesus accepted the
concept of Elohim and called this supreme group of beings God. In the place of the concept of Yahweh, the
racial deity, he introduced the idea of the fatherhood of God and the world-wide brotherhood of man. He
exalted the Yahweh concept of a deified racial Father to the idea of a Father of all the children of men, a
divine Father of the individual believer. And he further taught that this God of universes and this Father of all
men were one and the same Paradise Deity.

169:4.9 Jesus never claimed to be the manifestation of Elohim (God) in the flesh. He never declared that he
was a revelation of Elohim (God) to the worlds. He never taught that he who had seen him had seen Elohim
(God). But he did proclaim himself as the revelation of the Father in the flesh, and he did say that whoso had
seen him had seen the Father. As the divine Son he claimed to represent only the Father.

169:4.10 He was, indeed, the Son of even the Elohim God; but in the likeness of mortal flesh and to the
mortal sons of God, he chose to limit his life revelation to the portrayal of his Father's character in so far as
such a revelation might be comprehensible to mortal man. As regards the character of the other persons of
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who has been revealed in personal portraiture in the life of his incarnated Son, Jesus of Nazareth.

169:4.11 Although Jesus revealed the true nature of the heavenly Father in his earth life, he taught little
about him. In fact, he taught only two things: that God in himself is spirit, and that, in all matters of
relationship with his creatures, he is a Father. On this evening Jesus made the final pronouncement of his
relationship with God when he declared:

169:4.12 Byt mark you! never did Jesus say, "Whoso has heard me has heard God." But he did say,
To hear Jesus' teaching is not equivalent to knowing God, but to see

far-flung creation, but it is the Father in heaven who sends forth his spirit to dwell within your minds.

169:4.13 jesus is the spiritual lens in human likeness which makes visible to the material creature Him who

is invisible. He is your elder brother who, in the flesh, makes known to you a Being of infinite attributes whom
not even the celestial hosts can presume fully to understand. But all of this must consist in the personal
experience of the individual believer. God who is spirit can be known only as a spiritual experience. God can
be revealed to the finite sons of the material worlds, by the divine Son of the spiritual realms, only as a
Father. You can know the Eternal as a Father; you can worship him as the God of universes, the infinite
Creator of all existences.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON
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