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The Perean Mission Begins
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165.0.1 (1817.1) On Tuesday, January 3, A.D. 30, Abner, the former chief of the twelve apostles of John the
Baptist, a Nazarite and onetime head of the Nazarite school at Engedi, now chief of the seventy
messengers of the kingdom, called his associates together and gave them final instructions before sending
them on a mission to all of the cities and villages of Perea. This Perean mission continued for almost three
months and was the last ministry of the Master. From these labors Jesus went directly to Jerusalem to pass
through his final experiences in the flesh. The seventy, supplemented by the periodic labors of Jesus and
the twelve apostles, worked in the following cities and towns and some fifty additional villages: Zaphon,
Gadara, Macad, Arbela, Ramath, Edrei, Bosora, Caspin, Mispeh, Gerasa, Ragaba, Succoth, Amathus,

Elealah, Livias, Heshbon, Callirrhoe, Beth-Peor, Shittim, Sibmah, Medeba, Beth-Meon, Areopolis, and
Aroer.

165:0.2 (1817.2) Throughout this tour of Perea the women's corps, now numbering sixty-two, took over most
of the work of ministration to the sick. This was the final period of the development of the higher spiritual
aspects of the gospel of the kingdom, and there was, accordingly, an absence of miracle working. No other
part of Palestine was so thoroughly worked by the apostles and disciples of Jesus, and in no other region
did the better classes of citizens so generally accept the Master's teaching.

165:0.3 (1817:3) perea at this time was about equally gentile and Jewish, the Jews having been generally
removed from these regions during the times of Judas Maccabeus. Perea was the most beautiful and
picturesque province of all Palestine. It was generally referred to by the Jews as "the land beyond the
Jordan." *

165:0.4 (1817.4) Throughout this period Jesus divided his time between the camp at Pella and trips with the
twelve to assist the seventy in the various cities where they taught and preached. Under Abner's
instructions the seventy baptized all believers, although Jesus had not so charged them.

1. At the Pella Camp
AUDIO VERSION

165:1.1 (1817.5) By the middle of January more than twelve hundred persons were gathered together at
Pella, and Jesus taught this multitude at least once each day when he was in residence at the camp, usually
speaking at nine o'clock in the morning if not prevented by rain. Peter and the other apostles taught each
afternoon. The evenings Jesus reserved for the usual sessions of questions and answers with the twelve
and other advanced disciples. The evening groups averaged about fifty.

165:1.2 (1817.6) By the middle of March, the time when Jesus began his journey toward Jerusalem, over
four thousand persons composed the large audience which heard Jesus or Peter preach each morning. The
Master chose to terminate his work on earth when the interest in his message had reached a high point, the
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highest point attained under this second or nonmiraculous phase of the progress of the kingdom. While
three quarters of the multitude were truth seekers, there were also present a large number of Pharisees
from Jerusalem and elsewhere, together with many doubters and cavilers.

165:1.3 (1818.1) jesus and the twelve apostles devoted much of their time to the multitude assembled at the
Pella camp. The twelve paid little or no attention to the field work, only going out with Jesus to visit Abner's
associates from time to time. Abner was very familiar with the Perean district since this was the field in
which his former master, John the Baptist, had done most of his work. After beginning the Perean mission,
Abner and the seventy never returned to the Pella camp.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

2. Sermon on the Good Shepherd
AUDIO VERSION

165:2.1 (1818.2) A company of over three hundred Jerusalemites, Pharisees and others, followed Jesus
north to Pella when he hastened away from the jurisdiction of the Jewish rulers at the ending of the feast of
the dedication; and it was in the presence of these Jewish teachers and leaders, as well as in the hearing of
the twelve apostles, that Jesus preached the sermon on the "Good Shepherd." After half an hour of informal
discussion, speaking to a group of about one hundred, Jesus said:

165:2.2 (1818.3)

165:2.3 (1818.4)

Son of Man.

165:2.4 (1818.5)

165:2.5 (1819.1) And when Jesus had spoken this parable, no one asked him a question. After a time he
began again to speak and went on to discuss the parable:

165:2.6 (1819.2)

165:2.7 (1819.3)
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Paradise.

165:2.8 (1819.4)

165:2.9 (1819.5)

165:2.10 (1819.6)

165:2.11 (1819.7) \When they heard these words, his apostles were confused, his disciples were amazed,
while the Pharisees from Jerusalem and around about went out into the night, saying, "He is either mad or
has a devil." But even some of the Jerusalem teachers said: "He speaks like one having authority; besides,
who ever saw one having a devil open the eyes of a man born blind and do all of the wonderful things which
this man has done?"

165:2.12 (1819.8) On the morrow about half of these Jewish teachers professed belief in Jesus, and the
other half in dismay returned to Jerusalem and their homes.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

3. Sabbath Sermon at Pella
AUDIO VERSION

165:3.1 (1819.9) By the end of January the Sabbath-afternoon multitudes numbered almost three thousand.

On Saturday, January 28, Jesus preached the memorable sermon on "Trust and Spiritual Preparedness."
After preliminary remarks by Simon Peter, the Master said:

165:3.2 (1820.1)

Son of Man

165:3.3 (1820.2)
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165:3.4 (1820.3)

165:3.5 (1820.4)

165:3.6 (1820.5)

165:3.7 (1820.6)

165:3.8 (1820.7)

165:3.9 (1820.8)

When Jesus had finished speaking, many went forth to be baptized by the apostles in the
Jordan while he listened to the questions of those who remained.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

4. Dividing the Inheritance
AUDIO VERSION

165:4.1 (1821.1) As the apostles baptized believers, the Master talked with those who tarried. And a certain

young man said to him: "Master, my father died leaving much property to me and my brother, but my
brother refuses to give me that which is my own. Will you, then, bid my brother divide this inheritance with
me?" Jesus was mildly indignant that this material-minded youth should bring up for discussion such a
question of business; but he proceeded to use the occasion for the impartation of further instruction. Said
Jesus:

And then, turning to all who were about him, he said:

165:4.2 (1821.2)
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165:4.3 (1821.3)

165:4.4 (1821.4) Jesus thus dealt with the young man and his inheritance because he knew that his trouble
was covetousness. Even if this had not been the case, the Master would not have interfered, for he never
meddled with the temporal affairs of even his apostles, much less his disciples.

165:4.5 (1821.5) \When Jesus had finished his story, another man rose up and asked him: "Master, | know
that your apostles have sold all their earthly possessions to follow you, and that they have all things in
common as do the Essenes, but would you have all of us who are your disciples do likewise? Is it a sin to
possess honest wealth?" And Jesus replied to this question:

165:4.6 (1822.1)

165:4.7 (1822.2) jesus did not teach nor countenance improvidence, idleness, indifference to providing the
physical necessities for one's family, or dependence upon alms. But he did teach that the material and
temporal must be subordinated to the welfare of the soul and the progress of the spiritual nature in the

165:4.8 (1822.3) Then, as the people went down by the river to witness the baptizing, the first man came
privately to Jesus about his inheritance inasmuch as he thought Jesus had dealt harshly with him; and when
the Master had again heard him, he replied:
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165:4.9 (1822.4) Jesus sent the young man away, saying to him,

165:4.10 (1822.5) T gnother standing near by who asked Jesus how the wealthy would stand in the day of
judgment, he replied:

165:4.11 (1822.6)
165:4.12 (1822.7)
165:4.13 (1822.8)

165:4.14 (1822.9) Then Jesus went into his tent to rest for a while before the evening meal. When the

apostles had finished with the baptizing, they came also and would have talked with him about wealth on
earth and treasure in heaven, but he was asleep.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

5. Talks to the Apostles on Wealth
AUDIO VERSION

165:5.1 (1823.1) That evening after supper, when Jesus and the twelve gathered together for their daily
conference, Andrew asked: "Master, while we were baptizing the believers, you spoke many words to the
lingering multitude which we did not hear. Would you be willing to repeat these words for our benefit?" And
in response to Andrew's request, Jesus said:

165:5.2 (1823.2)

165:5.3 (1823.3)
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165:5.4 (1823.4)

165:5.5 (1824.1)

165:5.6 (1824.2)

Son of Man

165:5.7 (1824.3) For some minutes the twelve sat in silence. Some of these warnings they had heard before
but not in the setting presented to them at this time.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

6. Answer to Peter’s Question
AUDIO VERSION

165:6.1 (1824.4) Ag they sat thinking, Simon Peter asked: "Do you speak this parable to us, your apostles, or
is it for all the disciples?" And Jesus answered:

165:6.2 (1824.5)

165:6.3 (1824.6)
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165:6.4 (1824.7) And this was the end of a full and busy Sabbath day. On the morrow Jesus and the twelve
went into the cities of northern Perea to visit with the seventy, who were working in these regions under
Abner's supervision.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON
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