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Tuesday Morning in the Temple
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174:0.1 (1897.1) Apout seven o'clock on this Tuesday morning Jesus met the apostles, the women's corps,
and some two dozen other prominent disciples at the home of Simon. At this meeting he said farewell to
Lazarus, giving him that instruction which led him so soon to flee to Philadelphia in Perea, where he later
became connected with the missionary movement having its headquarters in that city. Jesus also said
good-bye to the aged Simon, and gave his parting advice to the women's corps, as he never again formally
addressed them.

174:0.2 (1897.2) Thjs morning he greeted each of the twelve with a personal salutation. To Andrew he said:

To Peter he said:
To James he said:

John he said:
To Nathaniel he said:
To Philip he said:

To Matthew he said:
To Thomas he said:
To the Alpheus twins he said:

And to Simon Zelotes he

And to Judas Iscariot he said:

174:0.3 (1897.3) And when he had concluded these greetings, he departed for Jerusalem with Andrew,
Peter, James, and John as the other apostles set about the establishment of the Gethsemane camp, where
they were to go that night, and where they made their headquarters for the remainder of the Master's life in
the flesh. About halfway down the slope of Olivet Jesus paused and visited more than an hour with the four
apostles.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

1. Divine Forgiveness
AUDIO VERSION

174:1.1 (1898.1) For several days Peter and James had been engaged in discussing their differences of
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before Jesus, and Peter embraced this occasion as a fitting opportunity for securing the Master's counsel.
Accordingly, Simon Peter broke in on the conversation dealing with the differences between praise and
worship, by asking: "Master, James and | are not in accord regarding your teachings having to do with the
forgiveness of sin. James claims you teach that the Father forgives us even before we ask him, and |
maintain that repentance and confession must precede the forgiveness. Which of us is right? what do you
say?"

174:1.2 (1898.2) After a short silence Jesus looked significantly at all four and answered:

174:1.3 (1898.3)

174:1.4 (1898.4)

174:1.5 (1898.5)

2. Questions by the Jewish Rulers
AUDIO VERSION

174:2.1 (1899.1) On Monday evening there had been held a council between the Sanhedrin and some fifty
additional leaders selected from among the scribes, Pharisees, and the Sadducees. It was the consensus of
this meeting that it would be dangerous to arrest Jesus in public because of his hold upon the affections of
the common people. It was also the opinion of the majority that a determined effort should be made to
discredit him in the eyes of the multitude before he should be arrested and brought to trial. Accordingly,
several groups of learned men were designated to be on hand the next morning in the temple to undertake
to entrap him with difficult questions and otherwise to seek to embarrass him before the people. At last, the
Pharisees, Sadducees, and even the Herodians were all united in this effort to discredit Jesus in the eyes of
the Passover multitudes.
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174:2.2 (1899.2) Tyesday morning, when Jesus arrived in the temple court and began to teach, he had
uttered but few words when a group of the younger students from the academies, who had been rehearsed
for this purpose, came forward and by their spokesman addressed Jesus: "Master, we know you are a
righteous teacher, and we know that you proclaim the ways of truth, and that you serve only God, for you
fear no man, and that you are no respecter of persons. We are only students, and we would know the truth
about a matter which troubles us; our difficulty is this: Is it lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar? Shall we
give or shall we not give?" Jesus, perceiving their hypocrisy and craftiness, said to them:

And when they handed him a
denarius, he looked at it and said, And when they
answered him, "Caesar's," Jesus said,

174:2.3 (1899.3) When he had thus answered these young scribes and their Herodian accomplices, they
withdrew from his presence, and the people, even the Sadducees, enjoyed their discomfiture. Even the
youths who had endeavored to entrap him marveled greatly at the unexpected sagacity of the Master's
answer.

174:2.4 (1899.4) The previous day the rulers had sought to trip him before the multitude on matters of
ecclesiastical authority, and having failed, they now sought to involve him in a damaging discussion of civil
authority. Both Pilate and Herod were in Jerusalem at this time, and Jesus' enemies conjectured that, if he
would dare to advise against the payment of tribute to Caesar, they could go at once before the Roman
authorities and charge him with sedition. On the other hand, if he should advise the payment of tribute in so
many words, they rightly calculated that such a pronouncement would greatly wound the national pride of
his Jewish hearers, thereby alienating the good will and affection of the multitude.

174:2.5 (1899.5) | gl| this the enemies of Jesus were defeated since it was a well-known ruling of the

Sanhedrin, made for the guidance of the Jews dispersed among the gentile nations, that the "right of
coinage carried with it the right to levy taxes." In this manner Jesus avoided their trap. To have answered
"No" to their question would have been equivalent to inciting rebellion; to have answered "Yes" would have
shocked the deep-rooted nationalist sentiments of that day. The Master did not evade the question; he
merely employed the wisdom of making a double reply. Jesus was never evasive, but he was always wise
in his dealings with those who sought to harass and destroy him.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

3. The Sadducees and the Resurrection
AUDIO VERSION

174:3.1 (1900.1) Before Jesus could get started with his teaching, another group came forward to question
him, this time a company of the learned and crafty Sadducees. Their spokesman, drawing near to him, said:
"Master, Moses said that if a married man should die, leaving no children, his brother should take the wife
and raise up seed for the deceased brother. Now there occurred a case where a certain man who had six
brothers died childless; his next brother took his wife but also soon died, leaving no children. Likewise did
the second brother take the wife, but he also died leaving no offspring. And so on until all six of the brothers
had had her, and all six of them passed on without leaving children. And then, after them all, the woman
herself died. Now, what we would like to ask you is this: In the resurrection whose wife will she be since all
seven of these brothers had her?"

174:3.2 (1900.2) yesus knew, and so did the people, that these Sadducees were not sincere in asking this
guestion because it was not likely that such a case would really occur; and besides, this practice of the
brothers of a dead man seeking to beget children for him was practically a dead letter at this time among
the Jews. Nevertheless, Jesus condescended to reply to their mischievous question. He said:
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eternal life.

174:3.3 (1900.3) When Jesus had finished answering these questions, the Sadducees withdrew, and some
of the Pharisees so far forgot themselves as to exclaim, "True, true, Master, you have well answered these
unbelieving Sadducees." The Sadducees dared not ask him any more questions, and the common people
marveled at the wisdom of his teaching.

174:3.4 (19004) jesus appealed only to Moses in his encounter with the Sadducees because this religio-
political sect acknowledged the validity of only the five so-called Books of Moses; they did not allow that the
teachings of the prophets were admissible as a basis of doctrinal dogmas. The Master in his answer, though
positively affirming the fact of the survival of mortal creatures by the technique of the resurrection, did not in
any sense speak approvingly of the Pharisaic beliefs in the resurrection of the literal human body. The point
Jesus wished to emphasize was: That the Father had said, "I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,"
not | was their God.

174:3.5 (1900.5) The Sadducees had thought to subject Jesus to the withering influence of ridicule, knowing
full well that persecution in public would most certainly create further sympathy for him in the minds of the
multitude.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

4. The Great Commandment
AUDIO VERSION

concerning the resurrection, they very wisely decided to hold their peace; they retired without asking a
question. It was the prearranged plan of the confederated Pharisees, scribes, Sadducees, and Herodians to
fill up the entire day with these entangling questions, hoping thereby to discredit Jesus before the people
and at the same time effectively to prevent his having any time for the proclamation of his disturbing
teachings.

174:4.2 (1901.2) Then came forward one of the groups of the Pharisees to ask harassing questions, and the
spokesman, signaling to Jesus, said: "Master, | am a lawyer, and | would like to ask you which, in your
opinion, is the greatest commandment?" Jesus answered:

174:4.3 (1901.3) \When the lawyer perceived that Jesus had answered not only in accordance with the
highest concept of Jewish religion, but that he had also answered wisely in the sight of the assembled
multitude, he thought it the better part of valor openly to commend the Master's reply. Accordingly, he said:
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"Of a truth, Master, you have well said that God is one and there is none beside him; and that to love him
with all the heart, understanding, and strength, and also to love one's neighbor as one's self, is the first and
great commandment; and we are agreed that this great commandment is much more to be regarded than
all the burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When the lawyer answered thus discreetly, Jesus looked down upon
him and said,

174:4.4 (19014) jesus spoke the truth when he referred to this lawyer as being

kingdom, and was baptized by Josiah, one of the disciples of Abner.

174:4.5 (1901.5) Two or three other groups of the scribes and Pharisees were present and had intended to
ask guestions, but they were either disarmed by Jesus' answer to the lawyer, or they were deterred by the
discomfiture of all who had undertaken to ensnare him. After this no man dared to ask him another question
in public.

174:4.6 (1901.6) \WWhen no more questions were forthcoming, and as the noon hour was near, Jesus did not
resume his teaching but was content merely to ask the Pharisees and their associates a question. Said
Jesus:

After a brief pause one of the scribes answered, "The Messiah is the son of
David." And since Jesus knew that there had been much debate, even among his own disciples, as to
whether or not he was the son of David, he asked this further question:

Although the rulers, the scribes, and the chief priests made no reply
to this question, they likewise refrained from asking him any more questions in an effort to entangle him.
They never answered this question which Jesus put to them, but after the Master's death they attempted to
escape the difficulty by changing the interpretation of this Psalm so as to make it refer to Abraham instead of
the Messiah. Others sought to escape the dilemma by disallowing that David was the author of this so-
called Messianic Psalm.

174:4.7 (1902.1) A short time back the Pharisees had enjoyed the manner in which the Sadducees had been
silenced by the Master; now the Sadducees were delighted by the failure of the Pharisees; but such rivalry
was only momentary; they speedily forgot their time-honored differences in the united effort to stop Jesus'
teachings and doings. But throughout all of these experiences the common people heard him gladly.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

5. The Inquiring Greeks
AUDIO VERSION

174:5.1 (1902.2) Ahout noontime, as Philip was purchasing supplies for the new camp which was that day
being established near Gethsemane, he was accosted by a delegation of strangers, a group of believing
Greeks from Alexandria, Athens, and Rome, whose spokesman said to the apostle: "You have been
pointed out to us by those who know you; so we come to you, Sir, with the request to see Jesus, your
Master." Philip was taken by surprise thus to meet these prominent and inquiring Greek gentiles in the
market place, and, since Jesus had so explicitly charged all of the twelve not to engage in any public
teaching during the Passover week, he was a bit perplexed as to the right way to handle this matter. He was
also disconcerted because these men were foreign gentiles. If they had been Jews or near-by and familiar
gentiles, he would not have hesitated so markedly. What he did was this: He asked these Greeks to remain
right where they were. As he hastened away, they supposed that he went in search of Jesus, but in reality
he hurried off to the home of Joseph, where he knew Andrew and the other apostles were at lunch; and
calling Andrew out, he explained the purpose of his coming, and then, accompanied by Andrew, he returned
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to the waiting Greeks.

174:5.2 (1902.3) gjince Philip had about finished the purchasing of supplies, he and Andrew returned with the
Greeks to the home of Joseph, where Jesus received them; and they sat near while he spoke to his
apostles and a number of leading disciples assembled at this luncheon. Said Jesus:

174:5.3 (1902.4)

174:5.4 (1903.1)

174:5.5 (1903.2) These Greeks had been in faithful attendance upon Jesus' teaching in the temple. On

Monday evening they had held a conference at the home of Nicodemus, which lasted until the dawn of day,
and thirty of them had elected to enter the kingdom.

174:5.6 (1903.3) A5 Jesus stood before them at this time, he perceived the end of one dispensation and the
beginning of another. Turning his attention to the Greeks, the Master said:

174:5.7 (1903.4)
Son of Man

eternal life.

174:5.8 (1903.5)

174:5.9 (1903.6)
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174:5.10 (1904.1) \Wwhen Jesus had thus spoken, the Personalized Adjuster of his indwelling during
prebaptismal times appeared before him, and as he paused noticeably, this now mighty spirit of the Father's
representation spoke to Jesus of Nazareth, saying: "l have glorified my name in your bestowals many
times, and | will glorify it once more."

174:5.11 (1904.2) While the Jews and gentiles here assembled heard no voice, they could not fail to discern
that the Master had paused in his speaking while a message came to him from some superhuman source.
They all said, every man to the one who was by him, "An angel has spoken to him."

174:5.12 (1904.3) Then Jesus continued to speak:

174:5.13 (1904.4)

174:5.14 (1904.5) Having thus spoken, Jesus led the way over the narrow streets of Jerusalem back to the
temple. They had just heard the Master say that this was to be his farewell discourse in the temple, and they
followed him in silence and in deep meditation.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON
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