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The Last Temple Discourse

AUDIO VERSION PAPER TITLE'S LIST PDF-PRINTER FRIENDLY  SYNOPSIS

175:0.1 (1905.1) 17551 Shortly after two o'clock on this Tuesday afternoon, Jesus, accompanied by eleven
apostles, Joseph of Arimathea, the thirty Greeks, and certain other disciples, arrived at the temple and
began the delivery of his last address in the courts of the sacred edifice. This discourse was intended to be
his last appeal to the Jewish people and the final indictment of his vehement enemies and would-be
destroyers—the scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, and the chief rulers of Israel. Throughout the forenoon the
various groups had had an opportunity to question Jesus; this afternoon no one asked him a question.

175:0.2 (1905.2) 755, As the Master began to speak, the temple court was quiet and orderly. The money-
changers and the merchandisers had not dared again to enter the temple since Jesus and the aroused
multitude had driven them out the previous day. Before beginning the discourse, Jesus tenderly looked
down upon this audience which was so soon to hear his farewell public address of mercy to mankind
coupled with his last denunciation of the false teachers and the bigoted rulers of the Jews.
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175:1.25 (1908.9) 1751 ,5 And then the Master beckoned his followers to depart from the temple.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

2. Status of Individual Jews
AUDIO VERSION

175:2.1 (1909.1) 75, The fact that the spiritual leaders and the religious teachers of the Jewish nation

onetime rejected the teachings of Jesus and conspired to bring about his cruel death, does not in any
manner affect the status of any individual Jew in his standing before God. And it should not cause those

nation, as a sociopolitical group, paid in full the terrible price of rejecting the Prince of Peace. Long since
they ceased to be the spiritual torchbearers of divine truth to the races of mankind, but this constitutes no
valid reason why the individual descendants of these long-ago Jews should be made to suffer the
persecutions which have been visited upon them by intolerant, unworthy, and bigoted professed followers of
Jesus of Nazareth, who was, himself, a Jew by natural birth.

175:2.2 (1909.2) 75, , Many times has this unreasoning and un-Christlike hatred and persecution of modern

Jews terminated in the suffering and death of some innocent and unoffending Jewish individual whose very
ancestors, in the times of Jesus, heartily accepted his gospel and presently died unflinchingly for that truth
which they so wholeheartedly believed. What a shudder of horror passes over the onlooking celestial beings
as they behold the professed followers of Jesus indulge themselves in persecuting, harassing, and even
murdering the later-day descendants of Peter, Philip, Matthew, and others of the Palestinian Jews who so
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gloriously yielded up their lives as the first martyrs of the gospel of the heavenly kingdom!

175:2.3 (1909.3) 175, s How cruel and unreasoning to compel innocent children to suffer for the sins of their
progenitors, misdeeds of which they are wholly ignorant, and for which they could in no way be responsible!
And to do such wicked deeds in the name of one who taught his disciples to love even their enemies! It has
become necessary, in this recital of the life of Jesus, to portray the manner in which certain of his fellow
Jews rejected him and conspired to bring about his ignominious death; but we would warn all who read this
narrative that the presentation of such a historical recital in no way justifies the unjust hatred, nor condones
the unfair attitude of mind, which so many professed Christians have maintained toward individual Jews for
many centuries. Kingdom believers, those who follow the teachings of Jesus, must cease to mistreat the
individual Jew as one who is guilty of the rejection and crucifixion of Jesus. The Father and his Creator Son
have never ceased to love the Jews. God is no respecter of persons, and salvation is for the Jew as well as
for the gentile.

BIBLE REFERENCES AND COMPARISON

3. The Fateful Sanhedrin Meeting
AUDIO VERSION

175:3.1 (1909.4) 17551 At eight o'clock on this Tuesday evening the fateful meeting of the Sanhedrin was

called to order. On many previous occasions had this supreme court of the Jewish nation informally decreed
the death of Jesus. Many times had this august ruling body determined to put a stop to his work, but never
before had they resolved to place him under arrest and to bring about his death at any and all costs. It was
just before midnight on this Tuesday, April 4, A.D. 30, that the Sanhedrin, as then constituted, officially and
unanimously voted to impose the death sentence upon both Jesus and Lazarus. This was the answer to the
Master's last appeal to the rulers of the Jews which he had made in the temple only a few hours before, and
it represented their reaction of bitter resentment toward Jesus' last and vigorous indictment of these same
chief priests and impenitent Sadducees and Pharisees. The passing of death sentence (even before his
trial) upon the Son of God was the Sanhedrin's reply to the last offer of heavenly mercy ever to be extended
to the Jewish nation, as such.

175:3.2 (1910.1) 1,5 5 , From this time on the Jews were left to finish their brief and short lease of national life
wholly in accordance with their purely human status among the nations of Urantia. Israel had repudiated the
Son of the God who made a covenant with Abraham, and the plan to make the children of Abraham the
light-bearers of truth to the world had been shattered. The divine covenant had been abrogated, and the
end of the Hebrew nation drew on apace.

175:33 (1910.2) 1 ;5.5 5 The officers of the Sanhedrin were given the orders for Jesus' arrest early the next
morning, but with instructions that he must not be apprehended in public. They were told to plan to take him
in secret, preferably suddenly and at night. Understanding that he might not return that day (Wednesday) to
teach in the temple, they instructed these officers of the Sanhedrin to "bring him before the high Jewish
court sometime before midnight on Thursday."

4. The Situation in Jerusalem
AUDIO VERSION

175:4.1 (1910.3) 175, ;1 At the conclusion of Jesus' last discourse in the temple, the apostles once more were
left in confusion and consternation. Before the Master began his terrible denunciation of the Jewish rulers,
Judas had returned to the temple, so that all twelve heard this latter half of Jesus' last discourse in the
temple. It is unfortunate that Judas Iscariot could not have heard the first and mercy-proffering half of this
farewell address. He did not hear this last offer of mercy to the Jewish rulers because he was still in
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conference with a certain group of Sadducean relatives and friends with whom he had lunched, and with
whom he was conferring as to the most fitting manner of dissociating himself from Jesus and his fellow
apostles. It was while listening to the Master's final indictment of the Jewish leaders and rulers that Judas
finally and fully made up his mind to forsake the gospel movement and wash his hands of the whole
enterprise. Nevertheless, he left the temple in company with the twelve, went with them to Mount Olivet,
where, with his fellow apostles, he listened to that fateful discourse on the destruction of Jerusalem and the
end of the Jewish nation, and remained with them that Tuesday night at the new camp near Gethsemane.

175:4.2 (1910.4) 175, » The multitude who heard Jesus swing from his merciful appeal to the Jewish leaders
into that sudden and scathing rebuke which bordered on ruthless denunciation, were stunned and
bewildered. That night, while the Sanhedrin sat in death judgment upon Jesus, and while the Master sat
with his apostles and certain of his disciples out on the Mount of Olives foretelling the death of the Jewish
nation, all Jerusalem was given over to the serious and suppressed discussion of just one question: "What
will they do with Jesus?"

175:4.3 (1910.5) 175, 5 At the home of Nicodemus more than thirty prominent Jews who were secret believers

in the kingdom met and debated what course they would pursue in case an open break with the Sanhedrin
should come. All present agreed that they would make open acknowledgment of their allegiance to the
Master in the very hour they should hear of his arrest. And that is just what they did.

175:4.4 (1911.1) 1,5, ,» The Sadducees, who now controlled and dominated the Sanhedrin, were desirous of
making away with Jesus for the following reasons:

175:4.5 (1911.2) 175, 5 1. They feared that the increased popular favor with which the multitude
regarded him threatened to endanger the existence of the Jewish nation by possible
involvement with the Roman authorities.

175:4.6 (1911.3) 175, 6 2. His zeal for temple reform struck directly at their revenues; the
cleansing of the temple affected their pocketbooks.

175:4.7 (19114) 175, 7 3. They felt themselves responsible for the preservation of social order,
and they feared the consequences of the further spread of Jesus' strange and new doctrine
of the brotherhood of man.

175:4.8 (1911.5) 75, s The Pharisees had different motives for wanting to see Jesus put to death.
They feared him because:

175:4.9 (1911.6) 175, 5 1. He was arrayed in telling opposition to their traditional hold
upon the people. The Pharisees were ultraconservative, and they bitterly
resented these supposedly radical attacks upon their vested prestige as
religious teachers.

175:4.10 (1911.7) 1754 10 2. They held that Jesus was a lawbreaker; that he had
shown utter disregard for the Sabbath and numerous other legal and
ceremonial requirements.

175:4.11 (1911.8) 1,5, 11 3. They charged him with blasphemy because he alluded to
God as his Father.

175:4.12 (1911.9) 1754 1, 4. And now were they thoroughly angry with him because of
his last discourse of bitter denunciation which he had this day delivered in the
temple as the concluding portion of his farewell address.




175:4.13 (1911.10) 1,5, 13 The Sanhedrin, having formally decreed the death of Jesus and having
issued orders for his arrest, adjourned on this Tuesday near midnight, after appointing to meet at
ten o'clock the next morning at the home of Caiaphas the high priest for the purpose of
formulating the charges on which Jesus should be brought to trial.

175:4.14 (1911.11) 175, 14 A small group of the Sadducees had actually proposed to dispose of
Jesus by assassination, but the Pharisees utterly refused to countenance such a procedure.

175:4.15 (1911.12) 1,54 15 And this was the situation in Jerusalem and among men on this eventful

day while a vast concourse of celestial beings hovered over this momentous scene on earth,
anxious to do something to assist their beloved Sovereign but powerless to act because they
were effectively restrained by their commanding superiors.
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